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Coups

The main commitment of a dad and his son or daughter outside of tribal activities is earning
coups.  These projects are geared toward the various ages of the children in the program and are
to be done by working together as father and son/daughter.  A first year Guide/Princess should
work on first year coups only and save subsequent coups for the future.  However, an older child
who is new to the program must earn all the coups leading up to his/her appropriate age.  Dad
should map out a schedule for his child on how frequently coups should be earned in a given year
and this schedule should be closely followed.

1st Year Ages 5 & 6 Grades K & 1
Blue Feather Patch- Learn Indian Prayer with arm motions and hand signals on page 32.

Orange Feather Patch-Learn Little Braves Part of Ritual on page 30.  Child will play role
in meeting; i.e., Tom-Tom Beater/Indian Runner

Arts and Crafts Patch- Make Piece of Tribal Property with dad and present it to your
tribe.  Tribal property can be found on pg 47 and 48.

Faith Patch- Big and Little Brave/Princess must attend Church, Sunday School or
worship service together for four Sundays.

Red Feather Patch- Repeat all six parts of the Program Aims on page 6(guides) and
7(princess) before the tribe individually.

Overnight Camping Patch-Attendance at either the Fall or Spring Pow Wow at YMCA
Camp Chandler

2nd Year Ages 6 & 7 Grades 1 & 2
Parent/Child Patch-Dad and child go fishing together and catch and identify a fish. 

Health and Fitness Patch-Child should complete a daily food log for 1 week with dad’s
help and discuss what they learned from the project with their tribe.

Green Feather Patch-Build a Birdhouse with dad and identify10 birds.  Present your list
of birds and birdhouse to your tribe at a meeting.  

Overnight Camping Patch-Attend an overnight Campout with dad in a tent.

Helping Hand Patch-    Father and child participate in a charitable or good-will project
for a disadvantaged person or group sponsored by the community or another
organization.  Share the results at a tribal meeting.

Purple Feather Patch-Child gives a report to your tribe on a Southeast Indian or Tribe.
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3rd Year Ages 7 & 8 Grades 2 & 3
Banquet Patch- Big and Little Brave/Princess will plan, purchase, cook and serve dinner.
Mother is not allowed in the kitchen.  After serving dinner, Big and Little Brave/Princess
will do the dishes.

Black and White Feather-Conduct Tribal Meeting
Yellow Feather-Visit a Place of Indian History in AL such as a museum or reservation.

Swimming Patch-Pass YMCA Minnow Test.  This will be offered at the Polar Bear
Swim event.

Hiking Patch- Complete a 1-mile walking hike with Big Brave.  This can be a tribe outing.
A report should be made at a tribe meeting, interesting things observed.

Graduation Patch-Earn all 17  Coup Patches

4th Year   Ages 8-9 Grades 3& 4

Astronomy Patch-Child must be able to identify the Big Dipper, Orion’s Belt, and 3
other constellations or planets.

Flag Patch- Child must give a brief history of the American Flag including the
significance of the stars and stripes and their numbers. Also, they must tell how to
properly handle, fold, and show respect of the flag in front of their tribe.

Recycling Patch-Dad and child must collect and recycle 50 pounds of trash.

Compass Patch-Kids must demonstrate a basic knowledge of a compass and its use.
They should be able to identify all parts and show how to use a map and compass to
follow an indicated route.

Archery Patch-Child should be able to talk about bow safety and the parts of the bow
and arrow.  They should be able to demonstrate proper shooting form and be able to hit
the target with 5 out of 10 arrows.  This can coup can be demonstrated at either the
Spring or Fall Pow Wow.

Photography Patch-Child must learn how to use a camera correctly.  The should take
pictures of objects that spell out their initials, have them developed, and show them to
the tribe.


